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The Situation in Newly De~eloping Countries. Documentation as 
envisaged in this article refers to a service which is very much en 
rapport with the research environment in the fields of the natural, 
physical, and social sciences and the humanities. By research environ- 
ment is meant not merely abstruse im-estigations, but also analytical 
insights promoting access to material. This latter service comprises 
the twin activities of dissemination and feedback. The tempo and suc- 
cess of documentation activity is determined by the degree of intensity 
and sophistication of the industrial and social environment. The logic 
of the situation in developing countries obliges the government to 
take the initiative in the establishment of documentation service re- 
lying upon the laboratories, research institutions, and universities 
operated with public funds. Naturally enough, this arrangement has 
a very limited effectiveness in the absence of any very strongly de- 
veloped industrial and scientific complexes, which clamor for service. 
There is another difficulty in certain developicg countries where 
a mixed economy prevails. In some countries of the world where the 
economic structure is homogenous and politically determined, a cen- 
tral authority would insure nation-wide response, but the experience 
in countries with mixed economies is different. Even in so-called gov- 
ernment and government-sponsored complexes, the response is very 
difficult to achieve. It is remarkable how the politico-economic struc- 
ture of a country can mold the character and quality of its docu- 
mentation service. In a mixed economy such as India, where govem- 
ment initiative and private enterprise have created industrial and 
scientific complexes side by side with those whicl~ have fiercely 
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autonomous privileges, the work of a documentalist has very interest- 
ing challenges. 
Documentation service is a two-way activity where the dissemina- 
tion and feedback are closely interlinked. This also means that the 
dynamics of the sen ice is a factor of the intensity of the research and 
developmental activities of the society. Hence, the organization and 
functioning of national documentation and information services can 
best be appreciated against a background of the total research and 
teclmological effort of the country as a whole; the government's 
interest and support of such activities; and the industrial or other 
nation-building actil-ities in the country. In a quickly developing 
country like India, tl~is aspect of interrelationship assumes special 
importance because, like the conscious and planned efforts of the 
country to accelerate the pace of industrial and social growth, the 
documentation and information activities need constant obsenmtion 
and planning to sustain the efforts of scientists, research workers, 
engineers, managers and all others engaged in such activities. 
Scientific Acticity. An important landmark in the scientific activities 
in India is the establishment of the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal in 
1784. With the formation of this society, scientific activities grew 
steadily. The Botanical and Geological Sun~eys of India were founded 
towards the end of the nineteenth century and the Zoological Survey 
was established in the beginning of the twentieth century. The first 
scientific periodical for disseminating scientific work in India, Journal 
of the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal, was started in 1832 and the 
first abstracting effort, The Calcutta Medical Netcs, brought out 
under the patronage of Surgeon Major D. B. Smith and Surgeon Major 
J. hl. Coates was published in 1880. hledical research was initiated 
in India at the close of the nineteenth century, and scientific research 
which was mainly carried out at the universities of Bombay, Calcutta, 
and h4adras in the beginning, spread to other universities. In the first 
decade of this century, the Imperial Agricultural Research Institute, 
now known as the Indian Agricultural Research Institute, was estab- 
lished. Two research centers were also developed in the second decade 
of this century: the Indian Institute of Science and the Indian As- 
sociation for the Cultivation of Science.l 
During World War IT, the go\.ernment of India had to take an in- 
terest in the development of industrial research in India. It  set up a 
bureau for making a survey of industrial activity, and this was the 
forerunner of the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), 
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which was established in 1942. After independence, scientific activi- 
ties got further impetus, and the CSIR developed a chain of national 
laboratories for scientific research and also sponsored research in 
the laboratories of universities and other research institutions. 
India entered the field of research and dearelopment in atomic 
energy during 1948, with the setting up of the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission under the Atomic Energy Act of 1948. This Commission set 
up the Atomic Energy Establishment, Trombay, in 1954, for under- 
taking research and development in atomic energy. In addition to 
major research organizations, both the central and state governments 
established research centers in various areas after independence. 
The outstanding feature of this growth is the inclusion of research 
and development activities in India's development plans. With this 
inclusion research activity was intensified in successive plan periods. 
The increase in scientific activity in India is also reflected by the 
growth of scientific societies which increased from four in 1900 to 
110 in 1963, The breakdown of the societies is as follows: eighteen in 
the physical sciences, twenty-six in the medical sciences, twenty-six 
in the biological sciences, twenty-six in the engineering and techno- 
logical sciences, and fourteen generaL2 
Yet another measure of the increased tempo of the scientific re- 
search is provided by the growth of periodical publications in India.3 
In addition there I~as  been a considerable increase in the educational 
and scientific and technological institutes. There are about seventy 
uni~~ersitiesand nine institutes deemed to be universities. There are 
fifteen centers for advanced studies in India. 
Indz~strial Derjelopnzent. Until the 1940's India was mainly known 
as an agricultural country. After independence, the five-year develop- 
ment plans were aimed to transform it into an industrial society. The 
first Five-Year Plan (1951-52 to 1955-56) attempted to create the 
base for more rapid economic and industrial advance. The second 
Five-Year Plan (1956-57 to 1960-61) attempted to achieve self-
sufficiency in foodgrains and expansion of basic industries like steel, 
chemicals, fuel and power, and to establish machine-based industries 
to meet the requirements of further industrialization. 
Wha t  Should be Considered as National Organization of Docu-
mentation and Information. Before attempting to describe in detail 
the recent developments it should be emphasized that the research 
institutions and societies mentioned in the earlier paragraphs had 
taken considerable care to build up  libraries with quite adequate col- 
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lections. These institutional libraries, like those of the Asiatic Society 
of Bengal, the Indian Agricultural Research Institute, the Indian 
Institute of Science, the Indian Association for the Cultivation of 
Science, the Central Research Institute (under I.C.R/I.R.), and sur- 
vey organizations such as the Geological Survey, Botanical Survey, 
Zoological Survey, etc., still hold the richest collections in the country 
in the various fields of science and technology. It  should be noted 
that whatever the character and nature of the organization of India's 
future national documentation sen~ice, these collections will have to 
be taken into consideration. 
Those intrusted with the task of organizing a national documenta- 
tion service in any underdeveloped country should remember national 
service does not mean the setting up of a new agency on a grand 
scale with a view to quickly building up a respectable collection of 
its own with massive government support. Rather, the national agency 
should devote its attention more to organizing the existing collections 
into a functional network whereby each individual library in the net- 
work becomes, in effect. a senrice or "exploitation point" for drawing 
upon the entire resource4 of the network. The network must also 
remember its own possible contribution to the international biblio- 
graphical organization. 
TIw Gocernment's Interest in Docz~mentation.The government's 
interest and concern in information sen-ice as a necessary support to 
the accelerated developmental activities in India were clearly evinced 
by the establishment of a number of committees to consider the 
matter. The Krishnan Report (1955), the recommendations of the 
Estimates Committee ( 1959), the Thacker Report ( 1958) , the Ranga- 
nathan Report (1959) . the recommendations of the Working Group 
on Scientific Research of the Planning Commission (1959), the 
Kothari Committee Report ( 1960), the Lazar Report ( 1964), and 
the Ray Committee Report (1967), ha1.e all considered the problem 
of organizing scientific information activities at a national level. 
However, the most significant development in documentation was 
the establishment in 1952 of INSDOC by the government of India 
with the cooperation of UNESCO. Since then, this new agency has 
actively moved in the matter of bibliographical control, indexing and 
abstracting services, compilation of directories, union catalogs, and 
so on. It  should be made clear, however, that even before the establish- 
ment of Indian National Scientific Documentation Centre (INSDOC) 
some efforts were made to go a little beyond the traditional library 
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activities and to provide some sort of documentation service for larger 
groups than could be served by any individual library or institu-
tion. A notable feature in all such attempts was that the scientists 
themselves had planned and executed such services. This is quite 
significant as it showed that the scientific community was in real need 
of such documentation service and it also revealed the types of service 
they needed most. 
I have mentioned above the growth of institutional research and 
scientific societies. This was also the period when the Indian scien- 
tific periodical started to burgeon. In time, the scientific community 
felt that there should be some bibliographical control over the in- 
creasing volume of research papers published as articles in periodicals. 
The National Institute of Sciences of India, modelled on the lines 
of the Royal Society of London, addressed itself to this growing need 
and in 1935 started an abstracting periodical entitled Indian Science 
Abstracts, which continued until 1938. 
In a few specific areas of research and study also, the respective 
institutions took the initiative to provide abstracting or indexing sen?- 
ices. The abstracting services of the Central Board of Irrigation and 
Power and the Forest Research Institute are notable ventures in this 
direction. The  Irrigation and Power Abstracts started in 1936, still 
continues and has set a quite high standard in abstracting practices. 
During World War 11, when the importance of applied science re- 
search was keenly felt, the government of India set up a bureau for 
surveying the industrial activities and providing technical information 
in the fie!ds of applied science. 
Setting z ~ pof INSDOC. In 1946, the International Federation for 
Documentation (FID ) invoked the good offices of the International 
Organization for Standardization ( I. S.O. ) to stimulate the formation 
of a national documentation committee in each country. This snow- 
balled through successive steps until initiative from the go~~ernment 
of India secured the sponsorship of a documentation center by 
UNESCO as part of this organization's technical assistance program. 
The details of this scheme were worked out in 1950 by the govern- 
ment of India and UNESCO. and the Indian National Scientific Docu- 
mentation Centre which was to provide documenta~y services for 
existing and projected national laboratories, scientific research insti- 
tutions, technological institutions, universities, branclles of industry, 
and so forth, and INSDOC came into existence in 1952. At that time 
the objectives of the Centre were as follows: 
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1) To receive and retain all scientific periodicals which may be 
of use to the country; 
2 )  To inform scientists and engineers of articles which may be 
of value to them by issuing a monthly bulletin of abstracts; 
3)  To answer specific enquiries from information available in 
the Centre; 
4 )  To supply photocopies or translations of articles required by 
indilridual workers; 
5 )  To be a national depository for reports of the scientific work 
of the nation, both published and unpublished; and 
6 )  To be a channel through which the scientific work of the 
nation is made known and available to the rest of the world.' 
h'ational Science Library. It  is quite obvious that to provide effec- 
tive documentation and information service on a very large scale, 
any agency would require a rich colledion of documents of all types. 
This is exactly what was envisaged in the very first objective men- 
tioned aSove. 
As early as 1955, the Advisory Committee for INSDOC (and again 
in 1963 the Conference of Information Scientists under the sponsor- 
ship of the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research) had recom- 
mended the formation of a National Science Library at INSDOC. 
Until recently no clear picture about the scope, size, and character 
of this proposed collection was fortl~coming. But with more than 
fifteen years of senice and operational experience INSDOC has now 
taken some concrete steps in this direction and a better picture of its 
future development is available. 
The National Science Library would build up a central collection 
of material such as would be necessary for the central documentation 
sen~ice and would act as a center for exhaustive information on docu- 
mentation and library techniques. The Library would have a co-
operative acquisition program, with the material relevant to the 
various national laboratories located in the laboratories themselves 
but integrated through a national union catalog centrally situated 
and regionally disbursed through reprographic techniques. It  would 
sun7ey the holdings of scientific organizations in the country and 
supplement the lacunae in their collections by acquiring them itself. 
It  would act as a dormitory for housing \.cry old periodical runs. I t  
would also make a special effort to collect books by Indian authors 
and periodicals in Indian languages. 
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In acquisition of periodicals, the holdings of important libraries like 
those of the Indian Agricultural Research Institute and the National 
Medical Library, both at Delhi, would be taken into consideration 
to avoid duplication of holdings as far as possible. In addition to 
scientific periodicals, the National Science Library will also acquire 
other scientific publications like reference works, research reports, 
conference proceedings, theses, patents, state of the art publications, 
and so forth. 
Union Catalogs. It is evident that in the new concept of the Na- 
tional Science Library, as outlined above, whereby the existing larger 
libraries are to be linked into a service network without, of course, 
transgressing on their independence in any way, union catalogs will 
have a very important role to play. In fact the regional union catalogs 
will be the most important instrument to give shape and substance 
to the concept of a network. A number of attempts were made in 
the recent past to consolidate and bring together the periodical 
holdings of a group of libraries in a region, of a group of libraries 
covering the same subject areas, or to bring a group of regional 
libraries under a larger parent institution. 
Since its inception, INSDOC has maintained in card form the 
union catalog of scientific periodicals held in Indian libraries. The 
modus operandi for the compilation of this catalog was to get from 
various libraries a list of their holdings. INSDOC's experience has 
been that such a catalog based only on library returns cannot es-
tablish a very high degree of reliability. It was therefore decided 
that the staff of INSDOC should first involve itself in the publica- 
tion of a series of uniform and completely reliable catalogs to form 
the base for the final union catalog. With this end in view, INSDOC 
is presently engaged in the compilation of a series of catalogs repre- 
senting either the massive holdings of important organizations of 
long standing or the holdings of groups of libraries in cities like Delhi, 
Bangalore, Calcutta, or Bombay. It can reasonably be expected that 
the National Union Catalog, built on such a strong base, and con- 
taining about 15,000 titles of scientific periodicals representing the 
holdings of about 600 libraries, will attain a veiy high degree of re- 
liability and become a bibliographical standard. 
Bibliogrnphical Controls. It has already been mentioned that the 
first attempt to control the current scientific literature in periodicals 
in India was in the form of a comprehensive abstracting periodical 
published from 1935 to 1938 by the National Institute of Sciences of 
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India. In 1949, UNESCO-SASCO (South Asia Science Cooperation 
Office) started publishing the Bibliography of Scientific Publications 
of South and Southeast Asia which was taken over and continued until 
1964 by INSDOC. I11 lieu of this, the more comprehensive monthly 
abstracting periodical, the Indian Science Abstracts was started by 
INSDOC in 1965. This comprehensive sewice was initiated for the 
following reasons : 
1) Since a number of sunreys had revealed that the coverage 
of Indian scientific literature in the international abstracting serv- 
ices was not adequate, it was felt that a national abstracting service 
having adequate coverage of the output of the countiy's scientific 
literature could serve, apart from building a permanent record, as 
a feeder senlice to the international services. 
2 )  There is a marked tendency among the Indian scientists to 
publish the results of their research in foreign periodicals. One of 
the reasons advanced by the scientists is that articles published 
in Indian periodicals do not get due recognition at the international 
level because they are either vil-tually unnoticed or tardily noticed, 
by the international abstracting sen-ices. It was considered that the 
Indian Science Abstracts, which is designed as a feeder service to 
the international abstracting periodicals, may solve this problem 
for the Indian scientist. 
3 )  It was also felt that a comprehensive inventory of the Indian 
work would help the science planners in the country to assess the 
progress of research in general, and to discern over- and under- 
stressed areas. 
The present sen2ice is a more faithful representation and depend- 
able record of the scientific activities in India as reflected in articles 
in periodicals, and in patents, standards, and theses. 
With the failure or suspension of a number of veiy ambitious inter- 
national bibliographical projects just before or during the two world 
wars, it was proved conclusively that if the progress towards interna- 
tional organization of bibliography was to be protected from such 
hazards, a strong bulwark of national organizations of bibliography 
had to be developed. UNESCO too. since its inception, has been 
following a policy of strengthening the existing national organizations 
and promoting national organizations and national documentation 
activities with a view to creating a stronger base for an international 
organization of bibliography and documentation. 
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Current At~areness Service and tlze Local Documentation Lists. The 
second point in INSDOC's statement of objectives, mentioned above, 
is "to inform scientists and engineers of articles which may be of value 
to them by issuing a monthly bulletin of abstracts." Indeed, the great- 
est information problem of scientists today is that of keeping up with 
current developments in their respective fields. To help Indian scien- 
tists in this respect INSDOC issued a fortnightly bulletin-INSDOC 
List of Current Scientific Literature-from 1954 to 1965. However 
this service had to be discontinued for a number of reasons. A field 
survey was conducted in 1964 to find out the actual use of the 
INSDOC List, and it was revealed that though the basic object of 
the List was generally appreciated by most of the scientists and re- 
search workers interviewed, they could not depend very much on it 
due to such things as its very limited coverage, delays in reporting, 
method of presentation, and lack of index. To improve the List on all 
these counts meant not only an enormous investment but it also 
introduced the question of whether such an omnibus service cover- 
ing all subjects, catering to the needs of all sections of scientists and 
technologists and produced from a central organization, could actu- 
ally maintain the essential character of a current awareness service. 
IVith growing foreign exchange difficulties it was finally decided to 
suspend the service. Since its suspension the task of providing cur- 
rent awareness service has fallen entirely on individual libraries and 
documentation centers. 
A few of these current awareness services, apart from the omnibus 
Indian Science Abstracts, are attempts to control and display the 
Indian output of current scientific literature in particular fields. 
Notable among these are the NBO Abstracts (National Building Or-
ganization) (1955- ); CRRI Road Abstracts (1961- ); and Bibliog-
raphy of Indian Zoology (1964- ). 
There are a few other services issued by specialized agencies where 
the emphasis is to monitor the world literature on special fields and 
to present a selection of the relevant literature, all the time keeping 
in view the needs of the Indian scientists. Notable among these are 
the Irrigation and Power Abstracts (1936) (the earliest); the Docu-
mentation Notes (of the Design and Standards Organisation, Ministry 
of Railways) (1954- ); CRI Abstracts (Cement Research Institute) 
(1968- ); and Packaging Abstracts (1968- ). 
Most agree that a judiciously selected and limited list which re- 
flects the precise needs and requirements of a known clientele can 
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be most effective for providing the needed information. Naturally, 
this can be done only at the level of a senice library or a local 
documentation center where the general interest and immediate con- 
cern of the parent institution as a who!e, and the specific requirements 
of the individual workers all have a good chance of being known 
and assessed and where the selection and presentation of the material 
is oriented accordingly, l i s  idea seems to have partially taken root; 
at the moment as many as sixty local documentation lists published 
by research laboratories, institutions, government agencies, and in- 
dustries can be counted-all designed to provide current awareness 
service to workers within the immediate context of these organiza- 
tions. Out of these sixty lists as many as forty-five are on science 
subjects, mostly engineering and technological topics." 
An analysis of the sponsorship of these lists brings out some in- 
teresting trends. The research laboratories under the Council of Sci- 
entific and Industrial Research are responsible for the production 
of as many as seventeen of them, while the government agencies and 
public sector industrial establishment produce sixteen. It  is notable 
that private sector industries have yet to make an appreciable mark 
in such activities. 
Mention should also be made about the presentation and the physi- 
cal make-up of these lists. hlost of the lists are only as good as the 
simple and ubiquitous office typewriter can produce-a \very notable 
exception being the DRDL Documentation Bulletin (Defence Re,- 
search and Development Laboratory, Hyderabad, 1966- ) where an 
IBM accounting machine gi\,es it an entirely different look. 
Social Science Documentation. Scientific documentation has always 
been favored o17er other disciplines because the massi\~e impact of 
science and technology on defense needs and public amenities has 
given it a natural priority in governmental finances. The social sciences 
are now clamoring for equal recognition. Although considerable work 
is being done in university complexes and other nationally-based or- 
ganizations devoted to political science, economics, public administra- 
tion, and so forth, there is still no specific center which controls 
social science documentation. A happy augury is the proposal before 
the Indian government for the formation of a National Social Sci- 
ences Research Council \vhich will have the responsibility for docu- 
mentation of the social sciences on a national scale. 
There are at present a few initiatives which go beyond servicing 
their immediate clientele. The Indian Education Abstracts (Central 
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Secretariat Library, 1955- ); Southern Asia Social Science Bibliog- 
raphy (Institute of Economic Growth, 1952- ); Docz~mentation on 
Asia (Indian Council of World Affairs, 1960- ); and a few others 
are bringing out printed periodic services for readers. I t  will be quite 
some time before the equivalent of a Readers' Gzcide will take shape 
on the Indian scene. But, as a preliminary to this, Index India 
(Rajasthan University Library, 1967- ) and Indian Periodical Litera- 
ture (Prabhu Book Senrice, 1964- ) are very good efforts in that 
direction. 
Perhaps one of the greatest bottlenecks in establishing documenta- 
tion services either in the scientific field or in the social sciences field, 
is the difficulty faced by developing countries in procuring the 
gadgetry and photo-electronic software and hardware necessary for 
dissemination of information. Economic storage and tile policy of 
acquiring back numbers of periodical runs both hinge upon the avail- 
ability of micro-storage. The servicing from microstorage throu& 
microfiche or microfilm calls for foreign photographic supplies with 
implications of foreign exchange. Even xerographic facilities are dif- 
ficult to establish when it comes to obtaining such a necessary ma- 
terial as paper. Thus, as far as service to readers is concerned the 
problems become very acute. Unless an international effort is made 
by organizations like UNESCO, FA0 (Food and Agriculture Organi- 
zation), WHO (World Health Organization), UNIDO ( United Na- 
tions International Development Organization), and others to work 
out a scheme whereby the hardware and sofhvare necessary for in- 
formation dissemination on a national scale is made available to the 
national centers of documentation in the developing countries, the 
problem will remain unsolved. 
Impact o f  Technology. Technological devices for photo-duplication 
and other developments have been used in India from the inception 
of INSDOC. The post-World War I1 period has been characterized 
by tremendous technological advancement. The two new and signifi- 
cant technologies perfected during this period and having impact on 
all aspects of life are in the fields of nuclear and computer techno!ogy. 
Computer technology has in fact started a second industrial revolu- 
tion. During 1964, INSDOC used a digital computer for processing 
documentary information on an experimental basis since a special 
unit was then created for the purpose. Since then programs have been 
perfected which allow processing of author and subject indexes for 
Indian Science Abstracts. This unit has also developed techniques 
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and programs for processing information for a directory. It has also 
experimented on the generation and manipulation of information files 
on magnetic discs. These experiments are designed to utilize the spare 
capacity of an increasing number of computer installations in various 
organizations in India. 
A New Pattern for Doczcme~ztation. During the past two years a new 
pattern has been taking shape. Apart from INSDOC's effort to co- 
ordinate documentation, the concept of national information networks 
for a few specialized subjects has started gaining ground. These 
networks aim to centralize some services and decentralize others. 
They also aim to integrate, exploit, and augment on a national level 
the existing information resources which include technical literature, 
personnel, and equipment. 
This trend toward national networks is discernible in the areas of 
electronics, agriculture, aeronautics and medicine. The government 
of India has made the former Central Medical Library, under the 
Director General of Health Services, into the National Medical Li- 
brary as of April 1966. This apparently was done to exploit all of the 
country's resources. The national grids for electronics, agriculture, and 
aeronautics are in the planning stage. 
The concept of an "information network" has undoubtedly added 
a new dimension to the organization of documentation services in 
India. India's industries, her main public sector enterprises, have 
started showing interest in documentation. This will hopefully lead 
eventually to the formation of national information networks for 
steel, petroleum, metallurgy, textiles, cement, fertilizers, and other 
industries. 
As in all countries, the vast scientific complex servicing defense 
needs has certain special problems. The classified nature of the in- 
formation obliges any documentation work to function on a restricted 
scale. Even so, there has been impressive work done by organiza- 
tions such as the Electronics and Radar Development Establishment 
(LRDE) which provides specifics in servicing the scientific workers 
at the bench with information on their individual projects. This in- 
itiative has been integrated with work done at the headquarters at 
Delhi into a central Defense Scientific Documentation Centre 
(DESIDOC). This organization has been in existence for the last 
year and foresees a busy future. There is a considerable interchange 
of information between this organization and INSDOC. 
Information Surveys. Indians have been following with great interest 
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the repoits on the growing number of surveys designed and conducted 
to assess and measure the information needs of scientists in many 
of the Western countries even though some of the trends observed 
and conclusions reached by those surveys (most of which are related 
to very limited samples) may not be valid for Indian conditions. It 
is clear that to survey the information needs and gathering habits of 
scientists a well-designed survey geared specifically to Indian condi- 
tions will be needed. 
At least two important characteristics will have to be taken into 
consideration in designing any survey for India: 
1) Indian science and technologies, due to historical and political 
reasons, still have a very close link with their Western counterparts 
although access to information through personal or other non-
conventional channels is not usually easily available. The Indian 
scientists must, therefore, depend very heavily for information on 
published and printed texts including secondary publications in 
the form of abstracting and indexing periodicals, handbooks, and 
encyclopedias which are often available only from very distant 
sources and which require a considerable time to procure. With 
this in mind, one may ask whether current awareness service in 
India should not have a slightly different connotation. 
2) Technology in India, for various reasons, is still largely im- 
ported-a factor also having certain implications for information 
service. It may be that an information service for technology built 
in the image of science infornlation may not be as effective as 
other alternatives. Surveys will need to be completed to find the 
exact answers to such questions. 
The Future Task of Documentation. Considering the present ferment 
in the world of documentation in India, it is difficult to peer too far 
into the future. The trends indicate a growing awareness of the value 
of information in the nation's development. An obvious task is to 
expand, reorganize and equip the existing national agency, i.e., 
INSDOC, to enable it to undertake new responsibilities. As a matter 
of fact, the governmei~t's attention has already been gained and the 
plans are being drawn up for this pixpose. The Council of Scientific 
and Industrial Research, realizing the major role of information in 
the application of science and technology to development, is setting 
up a new organization entitled the National Institute of Technical 
Information (NITI), with the Publications and Information Directo- 
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rate and the Indian National Scientific Documentation Centre as the 
nucleus. The scope of activities of the new institute would cover the 
building up of an adequate collection of world literature pertaining 
to science and technology; the collecting of information on scientific 
trends, government policies and economic affairs; the coordination 
and stepping up of information activities in research institutions and 
industry as a whole; senling as a link between science and govern-
ment, between science and its users, between research organizations 
on the one hand and universities, industry and the public on the other; 
and acting as a channel through which the scientific work of the 
nation can be made known and available to the rest of the world. 
The NIT1 would be responsible for d e ~  eloping the National Sci- 
ence Libraiy on a full-fledged scale, compilu~g union catalogs; step- 
ping up the translation potential within the country; publishing 
primary periodicals, abstracting periodicals, current awareness serv-
ices, express information, and so forth; compiling and editing basic 
reference works; developing computerized information processing 
facilities; providing information to industries; building up repro-
graphic facilities; conducting advanced training programs in docu-
mentation, technical translation, and reprography; planning and 
developing information resources in the cormtry; coordinating in- 
formation activities of the various organizations in India; and es-
tablishing international collaboration in the fields of scientific and 
technical information. 
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